@Connress of the fnited States
Washington, A 20515

April 8, 2011

President Barack Obama

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20500

We write to request that you allow willing farmers with arable land to temporarily produce grains
on land that has been restricted under Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) contracts. This action is
urgently needed and, to maximize production, must be made by May 1, 2011.

As a highly developed nation with a long history of abundance and consumer choice, Americans
have largely been free of food shortages. However, warning signs related to the production and
availability of grains has increasingly pointed to the need for action. Current stocks are at a 15 year low
and global demand is growing. Analysts have indicated that the market is moving toward rationing, a
conclusion that is supported by grain stock projections by the United States Department of Agriculture
(USDA) which suggest the likelihood that there will be end-of-year shortages.

Grain shortages and the resulting high prices will severely impact food production. At a time
when our nation is struggling economically, including high levels of unemployment, soaring prices will
have a particularly devastating effect. Low-income Americans are highly vulnerable to rising food prices.
In addition, food assistance programs will be hard-hit — compounding the problem.

We believe it is essential to increase grain production in the United States to minimize the
disruption to our economy by high food prices. To accomplish this, USDA must release, without
penalty, arable CRP land to willing farmers who are able to produce grains. Each new acre of
production will help to improve the situation.

Finally, while we understand that not all of the 31.3 million acres currently under contract are
viable for grain production, we do believe that significant acreage can yield crops. To prevent a crisis,
USDA must act to provide immediate relief to the distressed market by releasing CRP land as appropriate
to produce grains.

Thank you for your consideration.

Best Regards,

/_'m»- L

unes Jeff Denham
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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